
DorothyM. Gunn /f ~

Clerk oftheIllinois Pollution ControlBoard I

JamesR. ThompsonCenter,Suite 11-500 //~/ e/4~~~
100 WestRandolphStreet
ChicagoIL 60601 4” ‘~-/e> -~ e’~’/4~f’

I amwriting to you in regardsto CaseNumber2003-218whereRochelleWasteDi:spç~~a~~
LLC (RWD) is askingthe Pollution ControlBoardto reversetheRochelleCity Coun~il~s~-~~

decisionof lastApril to denythe landfill expansionapplicationsoughtby RWD.

My nameis Michael PierceandI live in Rochellewith my wife andthreechildren.. Qur~~ ..

childrenarethesixthgenerationofPierc&sliving in SoutheasternOgle County ~jp~ ~
atthesiting hearinglastApril, andI writing todayin supportofthedecisionofthe
RochelleCity Council madelastApril to denythesiting applicationfor theexpansionof
the landfill.

First ofall, my family’s businessin Crestonaswell asthebusinessI managein Rochelle
bothusetheservicesprovidedby RWD. RWD hasalwaysprovideduswith excellent
serviceandI do not questionthenecessityoftheir services. I amhowever,deeply
concernedaboutthecondition oftheexisting landfill andofthenecessityofany landfill
expansionbetweenCrestonandRochelle.

Furthermore,thereis somequestionasto whethertheRochelleCity Council actedfairly
andequitablyin decidingif the landfill expansionshouldhavebeengranted. A lawyer
friend ofmine oncetold methata decisionis fair andequitablewhenboth opposing
partiesfeelasthoughtheygot thebadendof theruling. Clearly,RWD feelsthe
Councilsdecisionwasincorrect. It is alsoclearthat thecitizensofRochellesupportthe
RochelleCity Council’sdecision;however,theyrealizethat thebattle overthe landfill
thepublic doesn’twant will likely continuefor yearsto.come.

Finally, I fully supporttheeffort the ConcernedCitizen’sofOgleCountyhavemadein
opposingthelast two expansionapplications. Theyareagroupof caringindividuals
with thewisdomto fight for afuturefortheirchildrenandgrandchildrenin Southeastern
Ogle County. Theyhaveenlightenedmanyof uswho felt thattheexpansionwasa “done
deal” long beforetheRochelleCity Council hadtheopportunityto voteon thecriteria
requiredfor a landfill expansion.I amequallyproudofthedecisionthefourmembersof
theRochelleCity Council madein voting “no” on four oftheninecriteriarequiredto
approvethesiting application.

A few daysaftertheRochelleCity Council deniedthe landfill expansion,theCity heldits
regularlyscheduledCouncil meeting. It turnedout to be ourformerMayor’slast
meeting. At theconclusionofthemeeting,I shookthehandofthenow formerMayor. I
thankedhim for listeningto my issuesand he respondedthat peoplelike mejust costthe
City ofRochellemillions of dollars. And while it maybe truethattheCity will not be
seeingtherevenuethelandfill expansionwould havegenerated,I sincerelybelievethat
RochelleandgreaterSoutheasternOgleCountyarein abetterpositionto prosper,asa
whole, thantheywould havebeen~with a landfill expansion.This prosperitywill notbe
measuredin dollarsor cents,but ratherin thingslike animprovedquality of life anda
cleanerenvironment.I askyou to upholdthe Council’sdecisionandtO supporttheir
actionsoflastApril.

Sincerely,


